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Kynopsis of Preceding Chapl
Clive Parmenter, helvess (o Gregory

Parmenter's millions, 1g engaged (0 r:m_

future Lord Belborough, of QOxfordsliirs,
Eng, Her father, ofter recalving o mys-
terjous cablegram from Amariea, Insisis
that the marringe be lhinkténad, No obe-
Jeetion s mindo, but Lady Helborough
tnkes occasion to Inenit the girl and fs
rébiked by her husband, Lard Helbors
oilgh. The wadding 1% Intarpupted

matleally by o stringe woman In b

who eries: 1 forbld the bagnns!'

Mr. Parmenter falls _dead  from

shock, and It s later disvovered that Hik
will ljas besn stolen, thus Jenving Ollve
pennlless.  The woman in hlack  sub-
stantintes her claim to be tha widow of

Gregory Pagmenter, and with her son,
Glibert tikes  poskession  of
the Parmenter cstnte.  Moerridew colls on
M, ar e old Inwyer, Mp  Cose.

ment, who suspecis Merridew of hoving
stolen the will - !

Olive writee Lo herd 1over, maying that
I!If';' must ot meslt againg but he se-
cures an interview In Mr, Casemont's
offics, 1o which ha valnly urges her to
marry him in splte of all. Finally she
agrées o come o him when tl My s=
tary I8 elewred up, and atartw on Jour-
f investigation, On tho traln she
attneked dnd robbed byl onoman dis-
apil nE 0o womdn, nng iy by o ruse
prevents Mim from throwing her out of
thelr  eompartment, . The  pollee  #nd
rallpond offielals discredit hor story, and
when aliopt o be taken to prison Mrps,
Merrldaw intet ek s i friend of hu-
miknity o % her  to her rooms,
epl pri=oner, denled  the
W communicating with friends,
¥ Eent to AR asvluni. Heor
acke Bolborongl, arrvives Jjust In
0 see her at the statlon and ros-
from the young physicinn who
her to the asylom: She nexi
Liondon, and there by aceldent
v Bnow Belma Haommond, in intl-
sintance of Glibert Morridew,
to bo a member of 0 noted
b Olive Tnys plans 1o get

>

n seorets ofl the band, and hos
i ng expericnoes,  She booomes
(i} iber of the band and sitendsy
meeting, where sho finds Glibert Merrj-
dew and the man who nctempted hor 1ife
in the f Confronted with Merri-
tew she 1alls o fulss ®tory of hor 1ife,

¥ orecoenlzed Olive bolidly
Juy wnd tells her true story,
I begs for m bt
bags for 't ¥. but
re. Taunton's for throo

= made i prisoner thers by
nowho tirns oui to be Madame

Boneourt, amd Merridew, who triod (o
foree her to o marry him.  She throws a
Tinta out of k window to a clerk next

door, but ha
i

igly declings to nccopt

—Continued.

CHAPTHIT XX
“What do you mean
M Merrcidew, |t

himsgell, Thos
R

by that?”

14,

con - earrying  oub’ the’ schere
agRinst Mr. Fenwlek, whatever 1t miy
be—uf ©ol I don’t Know, oxcent
that It thre him In some way. 1¢
You du not cpnsent 1o Jdo whiat 55
Marridew wis] nd so - enably him to
take an Independent 1ine with them
- Il he sacrificed to yvou |
nwilek would ‘not have me
by any suich course as yon
€ nig to thke. L sholl ngver |

anathep the

turn of

ol ¥

1 shy

i the

cannot help
s associated with him in-

destitute and In
e heart?
It is

prictically
gorrow, Have vou
“You ara rldlculons,

ron o vou must take the
af snfety tpen to you
Yoo wlll not 1eg

only

M
noe!!
“If T tell you I
than. marey thig man; rather trust
myself to the mervcios of thosa with
whomn he Is banded In this bond
erime;  that my solr. revolts ot
niere thought of his touch, and

would, but dMreo  Mereldew

would rathar

I should loathe myselt {f I could en-
tortiin

t sUll stecled ngninst mo?"

it getting hysterlenl, that Ie
[l Ollve throw upf her hands and
i'ul'lmr‘l away, slghing deeply, T am

polng awny now for sompe days, Olive,
[ You will have the Interyal to Hsrow
more  reasonable, 1f you have not
elinnged your mind By my return Bone
ather steps will be taken. Good-by."
ML eannot wish goeod to any one sn
il'.Jll‘:f g you are, and T wlll not pro-
ftend and Ollve threw herself info o
vehiale,  CL hope you will never nead
|n friend as 1 need one now, and never
feels the wound of such conduct as
yourg toome”

Walting a few minutes to be sure
fiiat Mrs. Taunton had gone, Olive
went to the window.,  Her friend was
witching for  her. Bhe slgnnlled to
him, and with a beating héart wrole
the message; ;

“I'am Ollve Parmenter ond in perll

of my 1ife. Pleasa wire M. Casemeont,
solleitor, ™ I'ramplon,  Oxfordshive, to
come to me instantly, IMor God's sake,'

read It over, and with trembling
fastened It rFound the poaper-

Her felend was alroady walt-
Ing, In the gurden, and when Lie saw
[her Hifted bls hand  and  smiled

Hhie  pushed up the window to It
fartliest extent, and with a fervent
Hitle" prayer for the success of her
venture drew bicle (o throw ouat her
appenl for Ielp.

At thae moment, just s her hand
was extended fov the throw, some one
sefzed iU and the letter was torn from
hir grasp,

CHAPTEL XXXT,
Erenpe.

Folled in hor attempt (o attract help

from the outslde Jusl at the very In-
dlant  whan success appaared (o be
it her grasp, ollve turned with ncry

of dismay to lind Aves. Tainlon regard-
ity her with as cold, eynleal samiloa of
Lriunsph.

“You really must not bryng my houss
Into dlsrepute by making  love to
young men in the surrounding houses,
Olive. It [z most dlsgraceful,” shoe

a8 she mnde haste Lo closa the
[ window, fivst glancing out in time to
spe the gecretary beating a hurried re-
jtreat dnto his house,

“You know, of co ree it was noth-
of the kind,'”" retorted v, fu-

’ “Glve me back paper

that

Taunton put it In her pocket

i'lﬁll'-n-]. T oreally must look after you

trotible 7
Clerkenswel wrdins fiagg proved nrl " olive, sha tepiied with ca
that her warning had had pffe and | i
E: Hy and| L & -

.»h‘J- did nat think he would be citight i\uu“|1||\-r \rlr::1 | I\::‘.;:[T :;1“::](;3 HELan
asltop  dAfror that = . =

i : ] | “Panton!’ called Mrs, T4
s Lu .-‘I‘d. z—l. [J[‘ her n]-n- plan did not £afl, The ;'I-nmu‘n (ftrlitt-"r']l'll; Ilhl\u”l};li‘llﬂ in
zh ‘ol soun he o frea agy : | 1 ) ] ¥ C
uhle to tell all she kne mi}m' A standy, having evidently heen waiting
sumed her waleh for ”I", : outside the door in readiness, Ay

It was getting dusk hefare she saw its she was inslde Mrs, Tiunton
him-agnln. His first act was to throw : Hil :ll,m His PAEhe RN Spenad iand

up the w

ows and ook

and

Mive could throw

womaon

no stralghter
ti=ually can,

It went fap

and - fal|

enough,
In the

hut
garden

He lauglied wlen he saw the res

minuta-afrterward
the mi
divi i
1atter and read it H
then

he

plelked up

climbed haek inte his

further
Radiant
Ollve

MEERARE.
with plepsure

turned ta  wrlte
and found Fanlon
Sha  had hroughl - in the
ing menl and was laving the cloth,
She took nn nntlee,

nt her

“You know [ wil not,” replied Olive
B

firmily. "1 wlil naver
ern't keep ma hera

Ao it
forovaer'

And

“Then samé other means will have|
eald |1
almost |

with
impaticntly

to he found tn el
Mrs. Taunton
angrily,

you,'
nnl

“Ip It any usé o' appeal to you as o
your
1 o helplesqs. Hava
¥OoU. N gmercy for one inoeueh hitlee | P8 reddy

cwoman? I un hers
power, as I admit,

alone, In

troubla? You kiow what 1o have suf. | downs
fored at the hands of this man and "I oan only ohey my orders (L1
his mother. Thev have laken away | was the calm, steady reply, (AR

my good name; they npssess the for-

tune which s mine by glghti I am|erled Ollye, and tuirnlng her fuce io

i rérly noross
1o her. Olive held up the letter dgaln
and polnted down Into the garden, Flo
Idicated that she should

or |
but,

not
of

1t;
t
anp-
arden, and, serambling
the
nodded eagerly:
awn
gned to her to send him |

S
another

the
Ve -

and Olive could

“This is really worse than 1 thought,
I waonld sooner have hid a miers uas-
signition than this. Of course, after
| this I cannoet trust you to be alona in
the room. Panton, you will stay hore
with Miss Parmenter; and mind, she s

fnever to he left for an Instant alone,
you understand

“Yes, madam,’

"And you will not allow her to go
near the window  after this. 1If she
attempt you aAre to toke any means
fiecersnry to prevent her. [ willl make

arrangements to place you in another
room, Olive, whera youn will ba spared
from the impertinent attentions aof tha
nelghbors,” and with that parting shot
¢he laft the room,

CHive 1et her go wlithout any further
words,  Her anger had passed, glving
way to @ depression that overwhelmed
and palmost prostrated her,

She had bullt 5o’ much on the at-
tempt, hald Indulzed such hopes, and
had been so near suceess that the dis-
App tment seemed to crush the very
lifg out of her for the time,

Litell whether she had e HTy- There was nothing elss to try, She
thing or had notleed the changed look | was now hopeles in the power of
on ler face, Tt was Impossible, how- | this relentless, merelless woman and |
€VAr, o write . word while she peo | the deeperate man with whom sha was!
malned In the room, and, as the even- |in league. 1t was no use to Struggle|
Ing was fast growlng  dark, Oltve [farther asalnst (hem, There Was noth-
walted impatiently for her to leayve. lng 1o do but to wait and =ee whal

AR } s golng Mre. Taunton ep- | SHD08 they would take next too attaln
tered. She had oome, ghe sabl, to sag | thelr end
that Ollve had everyvthing she nedas Panton hnd obviously gime up pre-
and #he stayed o long time. 8he adopt- for the watech which hod been
ed n differ=nt tane fraom the morning, |4 fgned to her, For she hind brought
ANd Wag suasive and urgent, pap.\;,k_l“l‘ some neecdlework,  Placing a chalr
Ingaa 8 osafety and welfame | 0¥ the window, she satl down and
wern all I 1o lier, |---II|II|-‘uﬂ'm1 10 sew as uncopncernedly

It was nulte dirk when she jegr, | "% 10 this Jallep work wern the moat
and, 10 Olivels dismay, the window ap- | u~|;‘.=|| routine of her lite,
moslte was unlights Ter friatd .-".lill'h. stiteh, stiteh, her work went
1eft, and nothing mare could be done| o tha sing only interrupted when
thpt night ? 1 T]“‘I-Ji:‘l‘l”rll' 1('[\{Lflt11 \:‘na so_ﬂ‘up

Bhe fought ag F A = FS T 113 eadle AEITR i} 133 fircaden,
ment, 'Ill-‘u v'-r,‘kaju‘;:']]“r ; -:\-»I'-“I I;llr‘.[”-lilr::rE'”“r hard, grim  face was bent over
hor messnge the fir thing ln‘ the “II:H l." :}nn] all her thoughts: seemad
marning. Write {t that nlght ¢he dared mnj}].-- I n]!ll;.rl;“:ﬁt:-(\’:-l amon h?v ERBI
not. ‘8he could nol Teel sure 1 e e ” d thrown hersall on the hed

ure that lier|and lay watehing ler 1 4
room miEhi not be searelied while ehe e B her unt the cold,
alopt, : 1 B mpassive monotony got ol her nerves

But  the e ) Iuml HTII . elt that she could have torn

1 morning  slie fonnd | the woar out of the woman's hangds
;nnlh;-r}umn 1 2 datliouliy, Whion |l o frenzy, ey
Panton hag RS :
tast nnd r,]lll\. it 1:1I\|.-,-JI|I:.IIm_I She turned her back tn her at last,
mesgnge the i nininble to hear the sight 6f It only tn
nounced that about Lo loan 1:]:'[.1_1““; li“‘: mound of it—the priek,
the v ne T A Al _\_ -.” Lhe |1|.-.~|i!;. and the drawing

1Pt thiresgl of the thrend—wns s rucking

RO ER BRI /A 1o roRur 5 the slght had heen. Sle put her
SR B ALY cretiary, Ollve | fingers to her ears Logslop the sound,
dared nol evin'ga ne tha window ti sven that gave no rellet i
pee I he were In hilx ronm. I for henven's salte. stop that

Tust n= Panton's work ewing she erled al length,

Mre, ‘Tnunton arrived. Sha itan looled up iy surprise, “You
for golng out, and sild she had eome | 8re exclted, miss,  You hid batter try
to tell CHive her decision. Her mood | Lo sleap or your nerves will suffer.
appepred to hinve changed agaln frpp | Ul You no  pity in vour heart
that of the preceding nigl lany mara tan youe mistross?

Y1 am. tlr of argulng with ovan [ I don'l know what you mean, rigs"
Oliye, ‘and hiyo: made up my “You know that Iam bolug kept hers
frmly what I must do. You must Isoner; to be r“].“,"‘ ta do that
here untll vou consent to marry Me | WHich T would rather dle than Jdo:

rridew. I owm prevented from Beelng ll\}:

Iriends;

You ey
I'nE 1o

LY

woali this,
help me?"
wint  anyihing,
tAt for you "

¥l
b\
I_ my. very

that unl
| kind 1 =
Ol alen

L wan
I lle
wnothier

got hoelp
or ga ol
thing of

sleal

"Ihen Hoaven

trrrible

: becnuse
I am afrald for your Ufe that T tell
courEy

ma eammunlente
with miy frisnds, that they may judga®’
wiil

die

aof
the
that

even a thought of ¥lelding—Is

that T am heipless and alone,
WL you (o noths

my ordars

Lot nnything! l'_‘nn't'ynu Eee thit
aoul s full of wuffering, and
of gome

Or are
and
tocrush ma down, down,

Hive merey on el

P B

the wall, she guve lLerself up to the
mlsery that consumed her.

Panton resumed her sewing as un-
concernedly as before.

In the afternoon Merrldew came, and

Panton laft the room.
Hoe ndopted the some line ns Mrs,
Taunton, Ollve was in great danger

from Hartmann and the rest who had
diggoversd the deception she had proe-
tleed; they declared that her life wnaa
forfelted hy lher treachery, and thoy
had sworn to Illl her. The only ex-
cape would be for her to mako it pos-
sihle for him to sy that glin wad his
wife, He would then be able to pro-
tect hier from them.

At first Olive would not reply, but
when he beZan to repew hisvprotesta-
tions 4f love and vowed to devote his
HEe to her she "'would not hear It

Faelng hilm resolutely, she #ald In »
tone of {rravocable resolve: "I hava
glven my answer. Never so long as
thers I8 o breath In my body and I
have strength left to speak will 1T
give any other. You can klill me, as
vou tried once hefore th do, but make
ma consenl to deflla myselt by being
yvour wife you cinnot. No power on
earth, no means you can employ, no
threants you ean utter, will ever make
me change that rosolve, Now go, The
mera slght of you disgusts me”

Hea letened to her, hls bhrow drawn
in n heavy frown, his eyes threaten-
ing and his face white and’ set.

“I am oonvinead now that parsuasion
is no use, Mlas Parmeénter. And I shall
try It no more. But I shall yet pre-
vitll, And If' T have to resort to force
vou have only yourself to blame'

The Interview with him did her good,
It rerved to restore tone to her nerves,
and ler courage revived. 8She had de-
fled him. She knew whet store he set
on the marrlage, and by thwarting
film in that she could still foll hlm in
what she knew was the paramount pur-
posa with hlm.

A bellet took posseesion Hf her that
they would not attempt to take her
life, al any rate untll they had made
some desperate effort to foscs her to
marry lhim, This .suggested a freah
puzzle to her, and so gave her food for
thought during tha weary houra of the

rest of the day and evening.
Something had occurrad to cause 2
change In thelr plans. Ha hid at-

tompted her death in that rallway jour-
ney, and then had sought to have her
put away as o lunatle. 1€ they were
still In the same mind as when that
attempt had baen made they would
renew one or other of the same at-
tempts.

Why
could
shrewdness

She thought she
Taunton's subtler
In the change. And then
an explanatlon pccurred to her. As
the result of her journey to Shefeld
sha had fet forces to work which might
result in the fraud to her father's al-
leged marriage being discovered, In
that event they would lose Q\'er,\‘lhing_
And It was only ths marringe with
her which could vender rhem seours.
Thus gradually the conviction grew
upon her that her life wnas gafe at least
until Merridew had exhausted every
means of compelling her to become his
wife, She was worth mora lo these
wratches allve than dead. Thera was
some comfort even In such a consldera-
tlon,

Moreover, a8 long as she could fight
on, thers was a possibility that some
chance might coms to escape. Sha was
hungry for even a crumb af hops; and
In this she found ewough to Bustaln
her dand onee more steel her nerves
and knlt her courage.

She took to her books mgalnp, forcing
her attentlon on what she read; and
after a tlme commitiing passages of
prose and verse to memory. The men-
tal disclpline benefited her greatly, re-
storing her balance, and glving her
easa of mind and rellaf from the rack
of her troubled thoughtsa, F
If it wos to be & trial of endurance
between her and Merrldew, she would
need to husband her =strength care-
fully: and she was resolute enough of
purpnsa to put’all tha necessary re-
stralnt upon herself. |

Tt was well indecd for her that she
had lost no time in adopting these
means of recovering, self-command, A
searching exporience was in plore for
her. , o 3

Panton had passed the wwhola day In
her interminable sewing, seemingly
ahsorbed in It entlrely: Bbut she had
observed Olve's gsirenuous struggle
for self-mastery; and, hard though she
wag, the woman had  been touched
by it

“You are hotier,
ng tha evening meal
They ware the flrat words which had
passged for =ome hours, and Ollve
glanced up fn astonlshment.

“I nm resigned, Panfon, I don't carg
now what happens.” o

“T think you are lvery brave, mlss,
T ought not to tell yon, but It gan do
no harmn, You nesd not fear any sort
of njury or vielence.'

Oliva lonked at her coldly, "My ex-
perience herp has tnught me that when
any onwg tells me anything it ls prob-
ably false, You have, of course, heen
told to eay that, and T do not belleve
yonu,'

YYou may be glad to remembear it,
mi=s, all the samap”

No mora was spoken.  Ollve ate In
gileneo the ltkle fond for which she
liad appetite and returned to her boolks,

She read for a fow minutes and then
found that sha had grent difficulty in
fixing har attentlon on the words. The
print of the letters hegan to run ona
Inta the other. ‘Sho lald down the
boole .und passed’ her hand aeross hep
feyes; and then nptlesd that Panton
was walching hoer intently.,

The womin's face seemed to undergo
strangs changes ag she staved at 1t
It recoded into the dlstance and then
cama olode up to hor, Gradually nomist
hogan to come hetween them; her head
i felt heavy on her shouldera; the afn
darkenad; and when shn strave to rise
her legs and feet refused to bear her
weight:

1t flasied upon her then that she
had been polsonsd. She made 8 yigor-
cus effort to stagger to.hop fect and
Bry out.  Lut wasd [novain,  She could
nat #ven ,life her hands; and not a
sound could sha force her valee tn
utrer. 1t hacame dlMowlt to breathe,
end she began to gasp top alr

At thla Panton rose anil eiie to
Liar holding out a handkerchlef to her
widely dllated nostells, “re will do you
maod” Enld 1We woaman, na sha pressed
I upon Ollve, Tha volce' sgunded far

dldn't they?
détect  Mra.

mlss?'! she asked,
was belng lald,

|

distant ‘and. falnt, “Remember my,
worda, « Na'havm will be done to you,”
added Panton, [t was as |f she yare
calllng frofm the height of soma lofty
mountain, :

Then thae .:h:lndkurch{r_'f was preascd
on har facp—tghe hail no power Lo ré-
slst—and after that eho passed Into
unconaclousrioss

“No hoarme will be done to you.”

These words were humming in her
cars ke the ‘distant beat of a thou-
namd muflled drums and fitting them-

selved Into a wild hissing rhythm of
rushing ‘alr, a5 tha first glimpse of
conacloitaness hogan to awake In

Ollve's braih, She was cold, with the
coldness of ‘death ltself. Her head wan
throbbing as If the very skull would
arick under the blows,

Chill blasts of jcy alr swept upon
lier, freezing her to tha Yery rmarrow,
ne she was horne through Infinite space
with no power (o resist, no strength
to ralse a finger tn stay her progreas,
no will éver to eare what happened.

“No harm will be done to you.”

Tha words ecame agnin ond agpin
and yet agaln, {n this snme mysterious
whirrlng rumble of confused sound,
as mhe. was borne onwatd; now  In
mockery; then with o noin of hope;
and again fn the rasplng, snaering
volee in which Puanton had scemed to
utter them. ;

The brain cleared, however, and
graduntly Olive began to understand.
The muffled drums resolved themsaslves
Into the whire of fast running wheels;
the blackness was rolleved by myrlad
pobifts of light overhead: the ley
hinsts becamea the rush of the night alr
as she was earrlad rapidly through it

She trled to move and found that

she was e'nveln]m:l in heavy rugs and
shawls; and at length hecame aware
that she was lylng at full length In
the tonneau of a car, travaellng at high
spﬁmi’. iunder  the guldance of o man
whoss head and shoulders she could
just make out In the seat fn front.
Far an hour or more she lay as still
as she had been while unconacious,
and slowly battied her way hack to
her full senses.
She soon reallzed that she had baen
drugzed In order that she might beo
safely ecarried away from Mr. Taun-
ton's house; and almost her first con-
sclous thought was that she must try
to ‘usa the time to escapé.

While they were rushing along at
sueh n speed, |t was impossible; and
sha used the tlme of walting to chafe
her llmhbs, to restore the clrculation
of her hlood, and to relieve her cramp-
ed muscles, g0 as to ba raady should
the chance come,

After a long distance had been trav-
arsad there was a heoavy jerk, ns if
somelhing had snapped. The car Im-
mediately began to slacken, and then
came to a standstill.

The man In front rose with an oath,
and Ollve recognized the volcs, It was
Gilhert DMerridew. He turned and
looked at her, bending over the =seat.
She lay as atlll as death, Satisfled with
his serutiny, he got ocut of the ear to
see what was the-matter,

This was the chance she had prayed
for.

Stealthlly putting azide the rugs, she
peered out and saw that Merrldew wag
bending down over the maghinery in
froni. Opening the door on the gidé
opposite to that on which he was busy,
she sprang out and rushed off into the
darkness.

CHAPTER XXXIL
The Lone Houde on the Moor.

Ollva had not gone a dozen yards
from the car {n her attempt to escape
from Merridew when gshe discovered,
to her Intepse ‘dlamay, that she had
made one most disastrous mlzcalcula-
tion. Heyr hrain had cleared from the
effects of the drug, but her museclés
wera still under i{ta Influence.

Her limba were like lead, nnd only
with the greateat effort could she sven
move at a walking pace. BShe stag-
gerad to and fro 1llke ona in drink,
stumbled henvily, and more than onca
nearly fell to the ground.

Usunlly acilva and abls to run at a
great pace, sha was the more discon-
certed by this strange, paralyzing
weakness. With all her soul she pray-
sd for har atrength to bha restored to
her that she milght msake good ler
escaps from her enemy. But in wvain,
and as the affort to keep moving grew
more and mora: palnful ard difficult,
she reallzed that her only chance now
lay In her finding soma place wherae
sha could hide.

Lagerly her eyes -sought 1o plares
the darkness, as she stood a momant,
her numbed limbs trembling as with
an pgue and threatening every instant
to give way under her. Sho  could
'make out no spot that offered even the
remotest hope of o eghelter, and then,
to her profound alarm, she heard a
ery In tha distance and the sound of
hurrying footsteps, ¢

Merridew had evidently dlscoverad
her fight and hed starvted in pursuit.

WiIth o groan of despair she dragged
hersell heavily to the‘ glda of the Ilgne
and threw lersalf at full length under
the hedge in the hope thai he would
pass without peaing her.

A# sho hod hopéd, so it'happaned,

Hp came running through the night,
cugting hils eyes from eide to slda, andl
her heart heat with rapld, lurching
theobs as he appromched. Bhe even
held her breath in suspensa and fear
Ha poased without seeing her, and goon
had disappeared Into the night heyond,

Hut he was no fool Lo think she had
traveled fay., IHa knew Ut the drug
which had been given ‘her would afect
her power of movemant, and wihen he

slble for her to have gono he turned
and came liaclk at o mora lelsurely
paoe, i

Thare wers mors terrible .moments
of suspense as he npesrod tho place
whete she lay, then<reached [t and
agnin pussed without seeing her,  Bhp
Legan to breatha freely, Bhe had in-
doadl eseaped, and  with o fervent
thought of gratitude siia rose and stag-
gored on, seeking Bome break in the
tall hedgea on either alde of the lana
by which slie would get Into tha ad-
Joinlng Aalde, fint

For o time the darknesa completely
balllod her, but at length gha cama to
n gute, mnd anothar llttle ery of des
light nnd thankiulness eacaped  her,
Hore at lost was the way elear to fred-
dom,’ SR ey i

But lier hopes were choated aftsy

Do lier infinlta dlsmay, she LouNd Ihat

had run as tar ag ha thought it pos-|
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Lhe gals was securely padiocked, and
Lry ns she would she could not elimb
Ity A moan of angulah broka from lier
lips, and then, chaneing to glunee back
along the lane, she saw that which
filled the cup of hor fear to overflow-

L Ang,

Merridew was again coming in search
Af her, and this time lie was earrying
ono of the powerful lampsa of the car
to ald. the genrch.

Paacinated by this new terror, she
wntehed tho rays of the lump o8 he
swept tho light from slde to slda in
hla systemiatie search., She  roalized
that now Indeed she could not hiope 1o
escape unless sho could scalaithy gato
and rush away Into tho darkhess be-
yond the sweep of tho ruthless llght,

Spurrod by this fear, she mofda o loat
desporate effort, and this tima suc-
cended In getting to tha top, B\:t
there her strength falled her, and she
fell headlong into the fleld,

Hdpa ravived then, however, and call=
Ing up every ounce of lier remalning
slrength, ahe managed to erawl to her
feat and stumble on.

IPortune wns all agalnst her, Tt was
o plowed field, aind the rldges hampered
her avery atep.  Ehe heard Morrldew
In the lane, and now and agaln caught
the flash of the lght he carrfed. Just
hefore ho reached the gate she throw
herself headlong on the  groutd be-
atill, cowering and trembling,

e came to the gate, threw the lght
over the fleld, and paused, e had not
seen her. Would he go on or sqter
the fleld? The suspense harrowed her,
He turned and sont the Hght ahead of
Lim along the lane, as {f in douabt.
And she clenched her handa untll the
striin hurt her.

Then he passed on; and sho watehod
tha 1ight ns he went ferther down the
lIane. She walted until it had van-
ished, and then rlaing, vamfully uand
elowly, sha cront cautlousiy on agross
the field,

Hha was scarcely on her fast. how-
ever, before the lght finshed out agaln,
and she knew that sha was apen.

He had outwitted her. Reckoning
that she would hids {f she was in the
fleld, he had gone on, and then, cover-
ing the light, had returned and lis-
tened. In an Instant he wasg over the
gate running toward her.

She crled out at the sight of Lim,
and began to run as fast as her weak
legs would allow, In a last feeble
affort to fy. But she tripped over tho
uneven ground and fell heavily, strik-
ing her head against the big clods,

The next moment he was hending
over her,

She was dazed by the fall; and he
pleked her up and half led, half car-
ried her bnck to the gate, the digcoy-
ery of which had proved such a cheat-
Ing enare to her but A few minutes
enriier.

This blocked thelr progrees for a
moment, until, laying Olive down close
to it, Merrldew hunted round by the
help of his lamp for a blg stone, and
with this he smashed the padlock and
opened the gate.

“Clome,! he said, somewhat sharply,
“wo hoave logt mors than encugh time
already over thls foollshness,"” and,
putting hia arm round her walst, he
drew her up and etarted back to the
car with as much haste as possible,

Her effort had so exhnusted . her that
she had no gtrength to resist, and when
they reached the car she was almost
glad to lean back restfully on the seat
among the warm rugs. He put her
on tha front aeat this time, #o that
he could see her from the place where
he was busy with the machinery.
Every now and then ha would stroight-
en hig back and fash the lamp In her
direction, to make sure that she was
not repeating her attéempt to escape.

Ske hnd no heart left for that at
present. Bhe was beaten and bafled,
utterly miserable and forlorn, and per-
fectly consclous that [n her present
feehle condition she would” have no
change of getting away.

The trouble with the car was not a
serious one, and Mearrldew had soon
repaired the mlachlef, _Befora they
started he came up to her side ]

“WIIL you glve ma your word. not
to attempt any of thla sort of foolish-
ness again?'' he asked,

Bhe would not answer.
the question, adding, t 18 perfectly
ugeless to think of It.” ' Sha still lept
silent, and then he found a' cord and
tastened her wrist to his own, In this
fashion (hey contintied their Journey.

He drave very fast, very recklessly,
indead, and had thera chanced to bha
any other vehicle on the road it seemed
to Ollve that thepe musc have heen a
terrible accldent. 8he almpst wished
It, in fact. But hla luck stood him in
stead, and hour afler hour they rushed
on, not meeting any one, naor seeing
any oue, nor, go far as ghe could Leéll,
being seen by any one.

The coolness of the alr ravived her,
and ms her senses regained thelr nor-
mal strength sha began to yield to the
tascination of the wild rush through
the night. .

At first she could make out nothing
for the blinding glara of tha brilliant
leadlights, which threw forward thelr
beams lika the giant feelers of soma
mammoth rushing beast, seeking I8
prey, to dash upon and destroy it

Then, shlelding her *eyes from the
glare, Ollve hegan to make ott differ-
ences in the blackness of the shadows
ug they fed past. Flrst, the long lne
of the hedge rows; then -trees/ and a
lonely oottage standing. back, and In
this way her ayes gradunlly grew ac-
customer Lo the dark, and she could
dlstingulsh varlous objects. |

And all the tlme Marvidew kept his
gazo fixed rigidly on the road alhead,
watehing for avery turn and hend, and
driving with a gkill that' to Olive ap-
peared almest uncanny and devilish,

Past flolds and farma nnd woondethey
gped, always at the sama rate of apeot,
dashlng occaslonally thraough' o village
or somp little town, always, &8s it
sepmed to her, In danger, and always
Just ezeaping it, until at length the
darlness hegan tp Lft. the glere of
the head lamps grow less daszling, and
@ faint rosy tint ehowed on the sly-
line bohind them,

They wera runnlhg up a long hill.
so asteep that the car, powsertul as It
was, could only take It b o compari-
tively slow ﬂIlEOd, when Ollve found
ahe could seethe road for some llittle
distance ahead, iy

YAre you  aslesp?! aeked Mervidew,
ahle for the first tlme to relax the
strain of g attention toltho moghine,
And e turned tailook at hery

He repeated

“Noi 1 have not slapt.  Wliera are
you taking mae?" ’

YL ean’titell you thaty hut wa phatl
not be long naw, Anothier two hpurs,
perhapsa,  You had hotter try to sloop’

“I prefer o sfe where I am. golng,"
she answerad, Fos i
(UAYe you very cold?' awans the next
duentinn, In a not unlindly tone! and
lie bent neross and pulled up lier rugh.
T am. very  Horry for ‘all this! he
aded. - ) ft
CUIf that wera trua you would end
It, Mr. Marpldaw.” &
| ONo. fhat s out ofithe nuestion,!
heo snid sharply.

Why? 1 will do anyiliing you ask—
excoptiona thing.'" :

“Therao 18 only one thing now for yeu
to do, 16 I am to gave your 1fe'

“It 18 the money youl want, Take {t.
I will freely make over everyiliing to
yolu—eaverything; but give me back my
good name andimy 1berty't 4

“If it were possible I would do It
But it is not. In the frat plece, you
would not he siafo from the man you
tricked mo recklessly; and, In' the sec-
ond, your friends would Interfers to

prevent any sucl arcangement as you

auggest.” !

Olva made np reply; and when they
wora cloge to the top of the hill hé con-
tinued: “You don't helleve that T am
sorry I cannot do what you wish?'"

“You haove made It very difffoult for
ma to belleve anything yvou say.” *

“Yet it Ia true. I wlill do  this.
Marry moe, and then mnko certain ar-
rangements about this money, and I
will swoar never (4 ssp yvou again'
Ho paused ng ‘I expeocting a ' reply,
and when sha did not apeak he added:
rhlnk 1t over. It (8 the best way
out,”  Then he gave himself up agaln
to the work of driving, and they tore
on nt an even greater speed than bo-
fare,

Ollva trisd to Impress on her mom-
ory the naturs of tife country through
which they passed; Hut It all appeared
to be thé same. An endless chain of
green and plowed felds, ecoppless, cot-
tagea, with hore and there n hamlet
or inglgnificant townlet to break, or
rathar to vary, tha chain,

After a long time she observed that
the country greaw wilder; they climbed

Iills. oftener, and ran over long
stratches of moorland. Iers and there
soma disusged workings and deserted

shafts showed, with a few untennnted
cottages sprend around. A wild, deso-
late district, with rough roads, over
which the car truvelod at o slow rate,

and even ‘then with many folta and
ehakings,
The eerie solltude and deserted pa-

pect of averything oppressed her, and
when at length Merrvidew turned the
ear Into a sidea road toward a lenely
housa standing near to one of tha de-
serted shafts, she shuddered.

“Why do you come this way?" shoe
asked, with a shiver of farehoding.

YWe are at the end of our Journey,'
ha eald, and nodded toward the house.

8ha gazed at i1, chill and eold, with
diamay and horror. “"Why hava vou
brought ma to this fearful plece?”

“There are no young men hera to
worry vou from opposlta  windows.
You will stay here untll your consent.
You can judge of yoor chance of get-
ting away,"” .

Sha shut har eyes and clanched har
hands in dread, and when she opensd
them her heart gave a great leap of
fear.  BShe recognlzed a woman who
wne walting at the open door ns the
cpr Btopped at the lone houses on the
moor,

It was the hag who had clalmed her
ns her daughter at Sheffield.

: CHAPTER XXXIIL
ive's Joller. s

Numbed with her lofg journey, worn
with the effects of tha drug they had
glven her and distraught  with the
alarm engendercd by her surroundinga,
Ollve sat on tha slde of the hed In
the roughly furniehed room to which
she war taken, a prey to almost ago-
nizing misery. ]

The place had evidently bean lur-
rledly prepared for her reception. It
was nearly as bare as a prison cell
A pallet bed, n wooden table, a rush
chalr, an Iron/ washstand and enam-
elled lronware, a 8airip of carpet on
the floor and a small looking glogs
hanging on the wall completed the
furniture, A glanes at the window
showed ‘her that It had been’ partly
bricked up and a set of bars hullt In
recently.

it was & prison; nothing else; and
no palns had been taken to hida-the
fact. Its only good polnt was that it
was all scrupulously clean,

When Ollve had heen alona some
minutes Mrs, Tisley. entered with &
hasin of warm milk and somea hread.
She set It down en the table and left
the room again without epeaking a
waord, 4

Ollve was famlshed with hiunger, and
ale what was given her with enger-
neéss. Then she Jaoy down on the hed.
Sha was utterly wretchad and despalr-
ing, but her body craved rest, and In
n few minutes, deeplip her anguisi,
shb was fast nsleep, ]

The midday saun was pouring through
Her'barred window wihen sné diwvaoke Lo
find Mvs. Tislay standing by lier side
calling to her,

“Miee Merrvidew wants  to
you," she sald,  “Gel up!'

Ollye roge and washed her face and
hands, wihlle the woman walted, *I
am ready,” she sald then.

“Come, then;” and ashe was taken
downstalrs to o room where Mareldew
was sltting and emoking as he walted
for her.

He rose as sha entered,
the woman back out of Lthe room as
he ‘ploesd o chalr for Olive, She saw
that it was a -rush. chodv and new, like
that in her bedroom. Clearly syery-
thing' had haen hurrledly purehaped
apeclally in view of Ler arvival )

“Have you thought of what 1 pro-
posed on thae way here?! he asked,

“No. I have been usleep.'

fvell, think now.'

¥Pell e ugaing o I have haén .too
dazad by nll this to remember clearly.'

T sadd that I you would consent
to o through the form of n doremany
or marringa with me I wonlil agreo to
lenva you at onca and never see you
ngaln.. It 1s the best way out of your
trouble i

avhy do you wish to marey me?

Ha waved hla hand fmpatiently, "It
{5 useleas to dlgouss that, You musat
he my wite,  Burely youn can sed thit
I am vesolyoed on that!

“Hopw would the mardiage take ploea
wnid where ; .

YT ghall arrange all thoat, You may
he sura I- shall gea that It 15 legally
done, Have no fears an that seore!
Hia lip curled slightly as he said this.

f#8hould I ba aollowed {o ' sea. my
friends—I mean ot tha capemonyi!

HUntil you are my wife thot is ot
couirae, lmpossible.' :

Yand afterward?'t y : :

"Yeg—after the necessary delay,
No, Immadlataly.!t  Ha maede the covs
rectlon hastlly, ae It thie fivst reply had
been 'n slip,. i ¥
(MHew doi T knows dhat?it -

capenlk) to

and waved

ST (9] bo continued next Sunday)
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“You must trust me—unless you ean
| suggasit wny “othor plan.’”

“1colld not trust you,” sald Ollye,
shnking har lead decidedly,

“You could hpve Mre, Taunton,!

“I sald my friends, That lady |a my
énomy, I awn thin to hep!

“Then you must trust me, I pladgn
yau my oath that (t shall ba ak I spy,"

Ollve paused and then sald! "1 am
in wyour power liere and my vary 1ife
I8 npparently. dependents upon your
woril. I 'have therefare no wislh 1o
anger youp hut I cannot trust vour
word. If you toroei
you it might bo then your wish to tals
my Hfe. 1 may ns well dle at onos,
L rofuse your terms'’

A heavy frown drew his hrows ta-
gether, and he emoked o few maconds
In milence,

“Very: well hie sald at  length,
‘Then you may as well understand my
Intentlons, You will ramain here unti]
you eonsenl,  You know how many
miles  wa traveled after leaving the
high rond; there Ara as many “more
on either alde of us hefors the next !
Houso {8 reached. I tell you this that
you may understand the futllity of any
nttampt to escape.'’

Hlis object was 1o Impress on her
the hopelessness of her position, That
he should have lafld such.stress on the
point Indueed Ollya to doubt Ity in-
daed.

“1 maw for myself tha natura of the
dlgtrict. You have choeen (& well”
she raplied, secing that ho walled for
010 ANBWEr.

“Fxeepl that you cannot leave the
house, cannot leave that room  up-
atalrs, Indeed, you will not ba treated
with any unkindness. * If the woman
who has charge of you does anything
to break this strict order, you wiil let
ma know, and 1 will sge that sha ia
punished, Bhe dare not disobey a.'’

“Can I have hooka?™

“Somne fow have heen provided; any
others you wish will be sent.’

‘WL you tell me whérs I am?”

YN, except that this houss stands
In the middle of tha moors; that the
ground all asbout [t s honeycombed
with oll  workinge—worked-out pits
and mines, such as youn must havoe
Aeen ns we came along. No ona aver
comen this way."

“Is that all you have to say?" asked
Ollve  ealmly, desplte her  eliking
hanrt,

e threw up his hands, "Is {t pos-
Bible that you Intepd to pernlst? You
cannot beut me. It (& Impogaible, It
hreaks my heart to have to treat you
In this way. BSursly you understanid
that. You know how I have cared for
vou from the firet, and that It you
would but glve me the right I would
do all In my power to make you happy
and restora you to all the pleasures
and comforts you have known all your

Hfa. Ollve, he reasonable. Yield 1o
me In this, and give me the chanca
of ehowing you all that Is In my
heart.

“Ia_thers anything else?" she asked

coldly; *If not, T will raturn to my
prison.’
“Ya¥, go. Walt. TYou had hatter

hiear the arders 1 give to the woman.”

1ia callad In Mrs, Tisley, and gave
her orders Lo the same paffect as he
had hefore mentioned to Ollve, and the
woman, cringing hefore hlm, prom-
jsed volubly to'obey him to the leitar,

Then he handed Olive tha twao or
threg bhoks he had mentlioned, and she
returned to the room above, to which
aho had at first been taken, and the
old woman Jocked and holted thea door
upon her.

Ollve placed the boaks upon the table
and sat down on tha bed. It was truly
#  miserabla place, and yet, it this
man could ecarry out his ptirposs, 1t
wis to be all her' world for an inden-
nita timp to come.

She wduld never glve in, howaver,
Never!  Let”him do what he would,
treat hep as ho would, kill her If ha
would, she would never give in. That
was har first unalterable, irrevocabls
reaolye—ideath before surrender!

Another resolve fallowed. Bhe
would never ceass to hope; never allow
ligrself to balleva that Heaven would
degert her and permit this man to tri-
umph in his  iafamous persecution.
Lies, cunning, ireachery and brate
torca might gain,the upper hand for
tha (ime; they had given him ruccess
sa far, but In the 'end they would fall
him,

1t wae trus that her pHght was well-
nigh desperate, -that she was in his
power, and  that she rcould Eea
no. opening  in the dark gloom which
hod overwhelmed her. But tha light
wotld come, and a way of escape fron

_his persecutlon he found.

She had been In even a worsa plight
and yebl had eseaped. In tho awful
journey to Sheffleld it had appeared
fmpossibla that she would escape death.
But at the Inst moment the opaning
had been found, and she had lived to
gra the wrelch who had threatened hee
condemned to death by his own asso-
clales.

sha had pub her trust In Providence,
and in this mood of devout rvellapan
upon, the Divine witl she fefl on her
kne whd craved forglveness for tha
wenkness which had Jed her aver
deapriy, amd prayed' for strengtl anl
patience to awalt with calmness oand
fortitude the hour of her' dellvery.

Rofreshed and invlgorated hy, this,

- gha examined the books which had heen

glven to her.  Like the rest of tha
things In the house, Lhey had been. ro-
cenlly hought. ‘Ihere was a Bibio—
for which shewas Intensely grateful—
a copy of the “Plgrim's Progress!
and  “Rohinson  Crusce Who  had
mads the salection sha did not knaw,
of  couirae, bul zusssed that the fwo
latter  had probobly been houghl be-
cause of | thelr somewhusl elaborata
bindlngs, But it could not have been
A moro weltanig #slectlon.

With i view to testing tha sincerity
of  Merridew's nsaertions that swhat she
neoded should ba suppliad, Olive wrots
oul a shorl ligt of hook to hand to the
woinan.  There was no hell In ths
roo:, ‘0 sha rapped on tha panal of
1he door with the halvrbrush, which was
part af ‘the scanty eiuipment of her
room. f

viiive - Lhis ‘118t to v, Marridew: and
any T dealra to liave Lhe hooks ns #@oon
ns possible sho sald, &

Mra. Tisley took 1t without a word
nnd woenb away, ¥

Then Ollve opened  her  Blhla and
was glad to nollee that It wik (nter-
leavad, This gave her the idea of
kaoplng /R UEtle dlary of the days, 80
thnt sha should not 1osa eount of tham;

«and this thought 1ed her to anofher

ns she road.t Bhe had opened tho bogle
at the Psplma nnd the Arst word sha
read sot hor thinking,

“Man goeth forth unto his work and
1o, hlg labor until the evoning”

‘Sho must have some sart of work,
some  method, some routine, to poss
the long hours of each day; ov tha
solitude might  drive  her mad, Bho
hegan. fmmediately, thersfovy ta map
out liow she wonld spend the davs,

mea Lo marry _




